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At the request of some of my friends, I have been induced 
to collect and print for private distribution the following 
correspondence which originally appeared in the United 
Service Journal* 

Highfield Park, May, 1841. G. Lowry Colb. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, &c. 



Colonel Wade on apatsage relating to the Battle of Albuera , 
in Colonel Napier's History. 

Mr. Editor, — The following passages occur in the 
third and sixth volumes of Col. Napier's " History of the 
War in the PpninsuU," wilh reference to the advance of 
the Fourth Division at the Battle of Albuera : — 

In vol. iii., page 539, — " while he " (Lord Beresford), 
'* hesitated, Col. Hardinge boldly ordered Cole to advance." 

In volume vi.,page S-S, — "Justificatory notes" - 

" In the most critical part of this great and 
awful battle of Albuhera" - - " Sir Henry Har- 
dinge look it upon himself to win it for you " 
'* Ordering an advance which gained the day." 

There is a very material error In both these passages- 
Sir Lowry Cole received no order to advance from Sir 
Henry Hardinge. 

It is unnecessary to explain here why, when the th ird 
Tolume of the " History " originally appeared, i did not 
aTTJtice seek to have this error corrected ; but I cannot 
permit it to be now repeated in the sisth volume without 
affirming — 

First, That during the whole of that eventful day, from 
the time the fourth division was posted in the morning by 
the Quartermaster-General, Sir B. D'Urban, — as described 
in Lord Beresford's despatch, — Sir Lowry Cole received 
no order whatever, either from Sir Henry Hardinge or 
from any other officer. 

Secondly, That the whole merit and responsibility of 
the advance of ihe Fourth Division belonged escluaively 
to Sir Lowry Cole. 

It is quite true that the advance of the Division was 
recommended, and very urgently so, both by Lieut.-Col. 
Kooke, and Lieut.-CoI.Hardinge,— the former Assist.- Adj. - 
Gen. to the united British and Portuguese force, and the lat- 
ter Depuly-Quarfermnster-Gen. to the Portuguese troops, — 
and I mny Hcld, iilso, hy every Staff Officer attached to 
Sir LinH'"y Cole. TLie General, however, stood in need of 
no such susrsiesfiiviiEi : ihe slate of tiie battle at the time 
they were offered rendered it as evident to him as to all 



I 



tho^ around liim, that the troops under his coininand 
could not very much longer remain inactive spectators of 
the contest. But then Sir Lowry had received the strictest 
j^unction not to move hia Division from the very im- 
portant position on which it had been posted, without the 
express orders of Marshal Beresford ; and to obtain these 
lie bad despatched an Aide-de-Camp (the late Major de 
Roverea), when those reverses happened on our left which 
have been elsewhere described. Poor de Roverea was, 
however, as it afterwards appeared, severely wounded in 
the head while proceeding in search of the Marshal, and 
never reached him ; and Sir Lowry was, with the greatest 
anxiety, looking for his return, when that crisis of the 
battle arrived, when not only the expected orders could no 
longer be waited for, but when the General commanding 
the Fourth Divi4on could no longer hesitate to take upon 
himself the responsibility of acting on his own judgment. 
Sir Lowry, accordingly, decided on the advance of his 
Division, and led the Fusilier Brigade to that attack which 
has been so eloquently described by Napier, and which he 
very truly asserts " gained the day." 

I have the honour to be, SirjVour most obedient servant, 
J: Wade, Colonel, 
Late Aide-de-Camp to Sir Lowry Cole, 

Abingdon Hall, Cambridge, June 13, 1840. 



Colonel Napier, in reply to Colonel Wade on Alhuera. 

Freshford, July 2, 1840. 

Mh. Editor, — It is to be reo^retted Colonel Wade did 
not correct the error he says I have fallen into, relative to 
Sir Henry Hardinge and Sir Lowry Cole at the battle of 
Albuera, at the time my third volume was published, and 
the more so as a new edition of that volume has just been 
printed. The accuracy or inaccuracy of Colonel Wade'a 
statement 1 cannot affirm or deny, of my own knowledge, 
but I will state my authorities for the version I have given, 

I have a diatiuet recollection that Sir Henry Hanlinge 
told me, in conversation, he had taken upon himself to 
give orders for the march of the Fusilier Brigade, not as 
presuming to control General Cole, but aa a Staff Officer 
representing the Commander-in-Chief. This conversation, 
however, took place fourteen years ago, and I cannot call 
upon Sir Henry to recollect it at such a long period ; more- 
over, be has always studiously avoided bemg mixed up in 
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the Albuera controversy, and to force him into it would 
be an ill return for his kindness in giving me materials. I 
can, nevertheless, without doing that, offer the following 
testimony t — 

The conversation alluded to arose from Sir Henry having 
lent me a memoir upon the battle of Albuhera, composed 
and printed by Sir Benjamin D'Urban, but not published. 
This memoir had manuscript marginal notes by Sir Henry ; 
and of course every thing related of his proceedings, which 
was not amplified or contradicted by him in his notes, I 
had a right to conclude were assented to by him. Now, 
when treating of this movement of the Fusiliers, Sir Ben- 
jamin, after saying Marshal Beresford had despatched 
orders to General Cole to send hie left brigade lo the hill, 
where the brunt of the battle was going on, continues 
thus :— 

" The orderbad been anticipated, for Colonel Hardinge 
had perceived the necessity, and with bis characteristic 
promptness and decision, had hastened to point it out to 
General Cole, who instantly directed the Fusilier Brigade 
under Sir William Myers, and the battalion of the Lusi- 
tanian Legion under Colonel Hawkeshaw, upon this 
duty." 

Opposite to this passage, Sir Henry bad made the fol- 
lowing marginal note : — 

"The instant Cole's division was in movement, and his 
left brigade approached the right of Houghton's, 1 went 
to Abercrombie's brigade, which was in the rear of Hough- 
ton's left, and authorized him to deploy and move past 
Houghton's left. Whilst Houghton's brigade as a centre 
held the hill, Myers' and Abercrombie's brigades nearly 
at the same time passed the flanks at its right and left, 
and made a simultaneous attack on the enemy, whose 
columns beginning to shake, went off by the rear first, 
the three British brigades united in one pSle mele charge. 
The French cavalry made an attempt to charge the Por- 
tuguese, and impede Cole's movement, as stated, but 
Myers' and Abercrombie's brigades, in my opinion decided 
tiie day." 

From this it is clear ihat my expressions, vii. :— " Sir 
Henry Hardinge took it upon himself to win it for you, — 
ordering an advance which [rained the day," having re- 
ference to the movement of Abercrombie'shrigade, as well 
as the Fusiliers, are not erroneous, even though Colonel 
Wade phnuld be quile right in rMpect tn General Cole, 
Upon lliis last point, I iiave given my aulhyrity, and have 



notbitigfui'ther to ofiFer; but I may remark that my third 
volume has beeu published nine years, thai I have, since 
its publication, conversed and corresponded with Sir L0W17 
Cole upon the Peninsular War ; yet 1 have never until 
now been told my version was deemed inaccurate. Where- 
fore I conclude Sir Lowry has not thought the error, if it 
be one, very material ; the points in dispute beintj merely 
whether Sir Henry Hardinge earnestly recommended, or 
whether he authorised or ordered a movement, the neces- 
sity of which was, accordinjj to Colonel Wade, quite evi- 
dent to the youngest Staff Officer on the spot. Neverthe- 
less, as Marshal Beresford, to this day, condemns the r 
movement as a false one, though succeBsful, and General 
Cole, receiving due honour for his intrepid and brilliant ' 
execution of it, loses little by having a conception, the 
merit of which has been so disputed, attributed to another 
man. Wm. Napier, Col. 



Sir Heirry Hardinge on the advance of the Fvsiliei 
at the Battle of Albuera. 

South Park, Penshurst, Sept. 9, 1840. 

Mb. Editoh, — I have received from London the three 
last numbers of the United Service Journal, containing a 
letter from Colonel Wade, and an answer by Colonel 
Napier, relating to the movement of the 4lh Division at 
the battle of Albuera. The perusal of these papers induces 
me to request you to insert this letter in your Journal, 

The report of the Albuera campaign, quoted by Colonel 
Napier, was written by Sir Benjamin d' Urban shortly aTter 
the event. About sixteen years ago, when Colonel Napier 
was collecting materials for his " History," having access 
to the papers of the Duke of Wellington and Lord Bathurst, 
he met me, and requested me to give him any information 
I possessed relating to this campaign. I considered the 
printed but not published report by Sir Benjamin d'Ur- 
DHD lo be the most authentic document that could be fur- 
nished. He was not only the officer the most distinguished 
for his abilities on Marshal Beresford's Staff,— being the 
Quartermaster- General of the Portuguese army, — but be 
was a friend in whom Marshal Beresford reposed most 
justly the greatest confidence- He was also the officer 
under whose orders I had the happiness to serve during 
the greater part of the Peninsular War. No part of the 
" Histo'yofthe Peninsular War "had then been published. 



nor had any controversy arken between Marshal Beresford 
and Colonel Napier. Sir B. d'Urban wBsat that time in 
the West Indies, Governor of Denierara and Berbice. 

The conversation between me and Colonel Napier took 
place in St. Janaes's Park about sixteen years ago, and 
very probably in the course of it I told hun that I had 
urged Sir Lowry Cole to make the attack, with all the 
authority I possessed as Deputy Quartermaster-General of 
the Portuguese Army. An answer to the same effect was 
given by me to Lord Beresford, in conversation with Lord 
Beresford shortly after the 3rd volume appeared ; and it 
is stated in Strictures, p. 2,51, "That e^icellent officer (Sir 
L. Cole), not having any orders, though he finally assented 
was, I believe, with so me difficult y persuaded to adopt the 
measure that had been'suggested." If I had given a posi- 
tive order to Sir Lowry Cole, in Marshal Beresford's name, 
s to make the attack, I should have slated it in the margin 
of the printed report, the notes having been written at 
Colonel Napier's request, after this conversation, and at 
the time I sent him this printed report ; or I should have 
stated it to Lord Beresford in the conversation to which I 
have alluded. Colonel Napier had a right to conclude, 
that in a matter relating to myself, the passage in General 
d'Urban's report was correct, and assented to by me. It 
was correct ; and, therefore, I left it as I found it, with- 
out making any comment upon it. I find that passage to 
be as follows, in the report which was published by Sir B. 
d'Urban in 1831: — " Sir William Beresford despatched 
orders to the Hon. Lowry Cole to send his left brigade to 
this point. The order had been anticipated ; for Colonel 
Hardinge had perceived the necessity, and, with his cha- 
racteristic promptness and decision, had hastened to point 
it out to General Cole, who instantly directed the Fusilier 
brigade under Sir William Myers, and the battalion of 
the Lu^itanian Legion, under Colonel Hawkeshaw, upon 
this duty." 

I could neither afiirm nor contradict that part stating 
that an order had been sent by Marshal Beresford to Sir 
Lowry Cole ; but the passage relating to myself, " that 1 
had perceived the necessity, and hastened to point it out 
to General Cole," was an accurate account, although, as 
1 shall show, within the limits of my interference on that 
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After the puhlication of Colonel Napier's 2nd volume, 
I again met him in London; and, expressing my regret at 
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y which had arisen between him and Mat^ 
, I requested that I might not be mixed up 



e inE^tantly assented ; and although Colonel 
Napier and I have since met, we have never conversed 
on the subject, nor baa he ever referred to me on any pas- 
sage in any one of his volumes, for the reasons etateu in 
his letter. 

With .regard to the main feature of the case, I shall now 
proceed to show that the proposal to attack the left flank 
of the enemy's column with the 4th Division originated 
with me, by giving the details of what passed between me 
and Sir L. Cole on that occasion. ij- 

When I left Houghton's brigade engaged on the* jt^.'i 
hillj the scene of the great struggle of the day, it was o ^j- • / ■ 
expressly for the purpose of causing the 4th Division ^ y ^■ 
to move up to the attack of the enemy's column. Marshal'-'*'. '^JT'**' 
Beresford had previously gone to the left, as I find it^>'«J'»'"A 
stated at page 250, " Strictures," 2nd edit., " to ascertain ^ c<**^ l**^ 
the cause of the delay in the arrival of the Portuguese i ^ i auA 
brigade. I carried no order to Sir William Lumley at this - ^ " 

period of the battle, which was within half-an-hour of its V •- ^'^'^ 
close. In Sir William Lumley's published letter, he states 
he was in communication with General d'Urban about 
this time, which may have led to the error, but he does 
not allude to any order conveyed to him by me, nor is it 
slated what that order was. When [ gallopped up to Sir 
L, Cole, I recollect this peculiarity as a Staff Officer, that 
I addressed him with my sword drawn, having a few 
minutes before directed some of the enemy's skirmiahers, 
who had collected within twenty puces of our right flank, 
to be driven back. These encroachments were becoming 
more frequent; our line, from the immense losses it haa 
sustained, was less able to repulse them ; and some of the 
soldiers in the ranks were calling to their Serjeants and 
wounded comrades to empty their pouches to supply them 
with ammunition. The 29th, 57th, and 48th Regiments, 
in a military sense, were almost exterminated. Myformer 
regiment, the 67th, had scarcely any officers left. Every 
Commanding Officer was at this time either killed or 
wounded; Sir Wm. Stewart, the General of tbe division, 
twice wounded— Houghton, the General of the brigade, 
killed; and it was evident the whole brigade was in such 
a crippled and esbausted state, that it could not be expected 
to hold the position much longer. 

In this emergency, I could not refer to Murshal Berea' 
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ford, who had proceeded to the left to hasten the arrival of 
the Portuguese brigade, (Strictures, p. 250.) I had wit- 
nessed his energetic but fruitless attempts, under a very 
heavy fire, to prevail on the Spanish truops to move up to 
the right of Houghton'ti hrigacfe. Starved and harassed by 
forced marches, no effort could be expected from them. 
Abereromhie'a brigade was in support of Houghton's left 
Rank, and could not be moved ; the right was entirely ex- 
posed in consequence of the Spaniards failing to move up. 
Allen's German brigade was engaged in defending the vil- 
lage of Albuera ; the Portuguese division was at least two 
miles off, and no appearance of its coming up : the 4th 
Division, therefure, which had not fired a shot, was the 
only available force left. In this desperate slate of things, 
not admitting of delay, bat requiring an instant remedy, I 
rode to Sir Lowry Cole to propose to him to attack the 
enemy's column with his division. 

I may here remark, that my report at the time of the 
distressed state of the troops on the hill, was verified by 
the subsequent returns ; Houghton's brigade lost upwards 
of lOOO men— the battalion of the 57th more than 400 
men, and 22 officers out of 24; the proportion of killed 
to the wounded being greater tlian was ever before known, 
owing to the enemy's artillery being so close that grape- 
shot was fired with effect on the British line. In short, 
without any disaster having occurred, the carnage which 
marked the position defended by this celebrated brigade, 
exceeded, on so small a space of ground, anything ever 
witnessed on an open field of battle. 

I nieiilion these delails, in order to prove the necessity, 
and thereby tojustify the step I took, 

I reported to Sir C Cole, that the loss was so heavy it 
would he impossible for Houghton's brigade to hold their 

f round ; and having described the state of things on the 
ill, I told him I came down for the purpose of proposing 
to him to move his division immediately to the attack of 
the enemy's column. 

Sir L. Cole objected to move, on account of the injunc- 
tions he had received, when placed in bis position by 
Sir Benjamin D'Urban in the morning, not to move with- 
out oi'ders. I earnestly represented thai this order had 
been given four hours before, under a very different state 
of things, and that the gain or loss of the battle depended 
on the immediate advance of his division. I was person- 
ally well known to Sir L. Cole ; I spoke as an eye-witnesB 
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— 1 was the Deputy Quartermaeter-Generalof the Porta- 
gueee army, and next lo Sir Benjamin D'Urban, the senior 
officer of that department in the field ; and as such my 
responsibility and authority were pledged for the accu- 
racy of my report, and for the necessity of the movement 
I proposed. 

Durine thi9 discussion, Lieut. -Col. Rooke, the senior 
officer of the Adjutant-General's department, rode up. 
He confirmed my report of the critical state of things on 
the hill ; he made no proposal for the Division to attack 
the enemy; but Sir L. Cole observed to him, " Hardinge 
is presBing me to attack the enemy's column." Upon 
which, Cmonel Rooke coincided with me ; and as Colonel 
Wade states, we both urgently recommended the move- 
ment to be made ; Sir L. Cole agreed with us, that under 
the circumstances, it was the best thing that could he 
done ; and I need not say with what energy, ability, and 
sbccess, the movement was made. 

The words which 1 have quoted as having been used 
by Sir L. Cole to Colonel Rooke, are those which Sir 
Lowry repeated to me after his return from the Cape, 
seven years ago. 

I then rode to Abererombie's Brigade, and put it id 
motion, as described in Colonel Napier's letter. 

Colonel Wade says in his letter, " The late Major de 
Roverea was despatched to Marshal Beresford to obtain 
these (the orders to move) when those reverses happened 
which have been elsewhere described." And, further on, 
"Sir L. Cole was, with the greatest anxiety, looking for 
his Aide-de-Camp's return when that crisis of the battle 
arrived, when not only the expected orders could no 
longer he waited for, but when the General commanding 
the 4th Division could no longer hesitate to take upon 
himself the responsibility of acting on his own judgment." 
The reverse alluded to was the misfortune which hap- 
pened to Colborne'a Brigade, an hour and a-half before 
I came down to the 4th Division. Sir Lowry, in the na- 
tural answer to my impatience, never adverted to this 
circumstance, and 1 therefore imagine the .Aide-de-Camp 
had been very properly sent to be in readiness to receive 
Marshal Beresford's orders. "' 

It is not stated what was " that crisis of the battle 
which bad arrived when the General commanding the 
4th Division could no longer hesitate to act on iiis own 
judgment." 
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There was no yielding on the part of Hougfatoa'B Brigade, 
or any other perceptible change indicating a criaia, between 
my arrival and the time which elapsed when Sir Lowry 
agreed to pnl his division into motion. The weather was 
cerlainly lesa wet and misty than it had been earlier in the 
day — but there was a thick smoke on the hill, owing lo a 
concentraled and incessant fire of musketry and artillery, 
and from Sir I.. Cole's position, he could not know the 
real state of things on the bill, on which the Justification 
of moving from his position depended. To make this 
point, however, still clearer, I need only add, that in the 
conversation which t had with Sir L. Cole in London, 
he used ihese words, " I fully admit that the merit of 
originating the movement rests with you, but the credit 
of having incurred the responsibility is mine." 

This conversation passed between us in London, in the 
spring of 1834, after Sir Lowry's return from the Cape, 
in the autumn of 1833. Sir Lowry opened the subject by 
espressing a wish that 1 should write a letter explaining 
that my proposal to attack the enemy's column was not 
an OTder given by me, but a proposal made to him. I 
requested him to write me a note, putting any questions 
he chose, to which my statement would be the obvious 
answer ; and the reason I gave for preferring this course 
was, tliat it had been adopted between me and Lord 
Beresford in the Campo Maior controversy, and in my 
opinion had become more desirable, since the expediency 
of the movement of the 4th Division had been disputed. 
The other alternative adverted to was, that Sir Lowry 
should write to the Colonel, with whom during this period 
he had conversed and corresponded on the subject of the 
Peninsula. I have also frequently met Sir L, Cole since 
this conversation. The decision, therefore, to be taken aa 
to the time of rectifying this error has not rested with 

Wirh regard to the responsibility which was incurred 
by making the movement, or that which would have been 
incurred if my proposal had been rejected, and ihe divi- 
sion bad stood slill, I must refer to the letters of Colonel 
Wade and Colonel Napier. 

Sir Lowry Cole knows my opinion, that nothing could 
exceed ihe ability and resolulion with which he handled 
his division in making the attack ; (an opinion expressed 
in a private letter nearly thirty years ago) and on all 
sides it is agreed that this attack, in coi^junction with the 
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moveiuent of Abercrombie'a Brigade, by converting a 
defensive battle into an offensive one, at an injpuriant 
moment, obtRined a. decisive success. As a matter of 
opinion, I adhere now to the strong conviction under 
which I acted at the time, that it would not have Imen 
possible for Houghton's Brigade, in the shattered condition 
in which it was, to have held its ground until the arrival 
of fresh troops from the left of our position. 

I have confined my observations to the points noticed 
in the recent correspondence. An interval of nearly 
thirty years has, 1 may be permitted here to say, not di- 
minidhed the professional respect which [ entertain for 
the great military talents and eminent services of Marshal 
Beresford, 

I have the honour to be. Sir, your obedient servant, 

H. HARDtNOB. 



Sir Lovyry Cole and Colonel Wade on the Movement of 
the Fourth Division at the Battle of Alhuhera. 

Mr. Editor, — I have already explained the cause of 
my silence since the appearance of Sir Henry Hardinge's 
ieller in your October number, and 1 have now further to 
state that Sir Lowry Cole, fearing that my time would 
be too much occupied to permit of my reauming the cor- 
respondence, determined on doing so himself; and the 
annexed letter from him, containing explanations that I 
should otherwise have given, was intended for your Feb. 
Number, but was at my request withheld until the present 
time. In his letter of the 2nd July, Colonel Napier, after 
expressing his regret (which 1 assure him I fully partake 
of) that I did not, at an earlier period, correct the error 
into which 1 have stated he has fallen in the third volume 
of his History, p. 539, relative to the advance of the 
Fourth Division at the battle of Alhuhera — proceeds to 
produce his authorities for the version be has given of that 
affair. These are, first, his recollections of a conversation 
he had several years since with Sir Henry Hardinge ; 
secondly, extracts from Sir Benjamin D'Urban's printed 
Memoir upon the Battle of Alhuhera, and manuscript 
marginal notes thereon — the former lent to, and the latter 
written at the request of, Colonel Napier, by Sir Henry 
Hardinge. In the extracts I find no allusion whateTer to 
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any order having been given. Sir Beujaniiii D'Urban^ 
expression, " Hastened tu point it out to General Cole?! 
(the necessity of the movement), is a strictly correct one— ¥ 
and is admitted to be so by Sir Henry Hardinge, in hifl 
letter of the 9th September ; and as regai-ds the conver* 
sation, it is also distinctly admitted in the same letter thaf 
no order was given — consequently, that my assertion i 
my former letter, that "Sir Lowry Cole received no order" 
to advance from Sir H. Hardinge," was a correct one, 
which is further conBrnied ; as are also my other atate- 
ntents, as to the necessity for the advance of the division 
having been felt by Sir Lowry Cole before Sir Henry 
Hardinge came from the hill, and as to Major de Roverea 
having been sent to Lord Beresford for orders to advance 
— by the following extracts from a Brief Account of the 
Marches and Movements of the Fourth Division (printed ., 
but not published), by Sir C, B. Vere, Assistant Quarter- " 
master-General of the division, and to which I have had 
access since the publication of my former letter ; — i 

"General Cole continued anxiously to w&tch the pro- 1 
cress of the contest, and he sent his aide-de-c^nig to Sir 
William Beresford to request authofify to carry bis 
division to the support of the troops engaged." 

"Colonel Rooke, the Deputy Adjutant-General, and 
also Major Hardinge, Deputy Quartermaster- General, 
had suggested, and the latter strongly urged on the 
General, the necessity of his advancing to reinforce the 
Second Division ; but they brought no order from Sir 
William Beresford, neither did his aide-de-camp* return 
with any answer. General Cole was impatient with being 
compelled to withhold support under an evident demand 
for succour; and such at length appeared to be the 
critical state of the conflict, that he took upon himself 
the responsibility of moving his division to reinforce 
the battle, without receiving any order from his superior 
to do ao." 

There is one other observation that 1 feel called upon 
to make on this part of the subject, because it strikes me 
that some passages in Sir Henry Hardinge's letter may be 
misunderstood as implying that, altliough no order was 
given, there was on his part, on the occasion in question, 
something partaking of an authoritative interference. _ 
When, in my former letter, I stated that Sir Lowry ( 
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received no order to advauce from Sir Henry Hardinge, 
I did not intend to make in any respect a qualified asser- 
tion. I meant to affirm unequivocally, as I uowdo, that 
Sir Low ry Cole received no order, "positive" or other, 
from Sir Henry Hardinge; and that with Sir Lowry 
rested the whole responsibility, whether in obedience to 
the commands of Lord Beresford he remained in bis posi- 
tion (notwithstanding the representations and suggestions 
of Sir Henry Hardinge), or in violation of these com- 
mands, he advanced from it. Sir Henry Hardinge, as do 
also Lord Beresford and Colonel Napier, gives Sir Lowry 
Cole ample credit for the manner in which the move- 
ment was executed. I claim for him something more 
than encomiums that could not justly have been withheld 
from him, had be been merely an executive officer leading 
his division to an attack under the eye and in compliance 
with the express orders of hia Commander-in-chief. The 
Fourth Division was placed by Lord Beresford in a posi- 
tion which, under any circumstances, would have been a 
most important one, but was rendered infinitely more so 
in consequence of the defence of the principal heights 
having been entru'^ted to the Spaniards. The importance 
of this position is correctly shown both in the Strictures 
and in Lord Beresford's Refutation, The extreme value 
of it was, in all its bearings, fully understood by Sir 
Lowry, and be was well aware of all the possible conse- 
quences of abandoning it. When, therefore, it became 
a question whether he should remove bis troops from it 
without Lord Beresford's orders, and engage them in a 
moat difficult and hazardous movement and attack, it 
became him, whatever weight he might attach to the 
reports and suggesstions of Sir Henry Hardinge or Col. 
Rouke, or to tiie advice and opinion of his own invahiuhle 
friend and Assist. Quartermaster-General, Sir Charles B. 
Vere, to assume an undivided responsibdity, and to de- 
cide, as he did decide, solely upon his own judgment; 
and excellent as were the arrangements for, and brilliant ■ 
the execution of the movement, and fully deserving of all 
the encoDiiuois that have been lavished upon them, the 
moral courage , that under all the circumstances deter- 
mined on attacking, was of a very diiferent and far more 
exalted character, and, in my bumble judgment, at least 
deserving of a far higher meed of praise. 

When speaking in bis despatch of Sir Lowry Cole's 
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conduct on this occasion. Lord Beresford uses the terni^i 
" ^^ry judiciously" and " most opporiunely." But the 
true value of the movement has been best described by 
Sir Henry Hardingp, in the letter (copy of which Sir 
Lowry Cole has given) to which he has aljuded, as con- 
taining the opinion given by him to Sir Lowry Cole within 
a week after the action. "The Fusiliers," he writes, 
" exceeded anything that the usual word gallantry can 
convey; and your movement on the left flanlt of the 
enemy unquestionably saved ihe day, and decided the 
victory :" an unqualified opinion that needs no comment, 
and may well, I conceive, terminate this controversy, 
Before 1 take leave of it, however, it may be permitted 
me to express a hope that no one will so completely mis- 
understand me as to suppose, that in anything I have said, 
I have been influenced by a desire to detract from the 
high reputation to which his conduct upon all occasions, 
and never more conspicuously than upon the field of 
Albuhera, haa so fully entitled Sir Henry Hardinge ; and 
further, to remark, that were I to attempt to add to the 
reputation of Sir Lowry Cole at the expense of that of 
any other human being, I should pay him the very worst 
of compliments, and only prove my utter ignorance of a 
character that I have had ample opportunities of observing, 
and which, I trust, 1 duty appreciate. 

To the extracts 1 have already given from Sir C. B. 
Vere's " Brief Account" he adds : — 

"And the manner in which he" (Sir L. C.) "directed 
the line ghould be moved forward, was such as showed 
his desire to effect with promptness the immediate object 
of the movement; and, at the same time, his care to 
secure to the Army the protection on its right of the ex- 
tended formation of his division to that flank, which 
was one of the advantages afforded In its position in 
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Sir Lowry Cole himself explains his arrangements for 
the advance of the Division, 1 will, therefore, only fur- 
ther add what will, I feel confident, prove interesting to 
your readers, viz. extracts from the letter of one of those 
who bore a most distinguished part in the dangers and 
glory of Albuhera. 

Sir Edward Blakeney atatcB : — 

" When we reached the part of the position allotted to 
us, the action in our front had been going on very se- 
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verely, A fog and severe rain prevented our seeing 
actually what had occurred ; but when it cleared up, 
which was in about ten minutes, we saw the French 
colnnin:' placed in echellon on our aide of the hill, with 
the artillery, twenty-three pieces, above, and an echellon 
of cavalry on their left flank, covering the whole plain 
with their sworde." "The Second Division of Britiali 
Infantry was to our left and fionr, and had, jui^t as we 
arrived, been most severely handled by the cannonade 
and Polish Lancers. A squadron of these Poles had 
moved close to us, when a British squadron charged, and 
drove tbeni back." "At the njost critical moment. Sir 
Lowry Cole ordered the brigade lo advance. The word 
coining from the left, the 1st battalion of the Royal Fusi- 
liers moved first ; my battalion, the 2nd Fusiliers, next; 
and the 23rd Welch Fusiliers on the right. We moved 
steadily towards the enetny, and very soon commenced 
'■ firing. The men beliaved most gloriously, never losing 
tfaeir ranks, and closing to their centre as casualties oc- 
curred. From the quantity of smoke, I could perceive 
very little but what was immediately in my front. The 
first battalion closed with tlie riglit column of (lie French, 
and I moved on and closed with the second column, the 
23rd with the third column. This appeared to me to be 
the position of ihe three batalioiis for a few minutes, 
when the French faced about at about thirty or forty 
yards from us. Our firing was most incessant; and we 
kept following the enemy until we reached the second 
hill, and the position they had previously otcupled." 
" During the closest part of the action 1 saw the French 
officers endeavouring lo deploy their columns, but all to 
no purpose ; for as soon as the third of a company got out 
they immediately ran back, to be covered by the front of 
the column. Our loss was, of course, moat severe ; but 
the battalions never for an instant ceased advancing, 
although under artillery firing grape the whole time." 

I have thehonour tobe, Sir,yourmoBt obodient servant, 
Thomas Wade, 
Late A.D.C. to Sir Lowry Cole. 

Weymouth, March 19, 1841. 



Mr. Editor, — Having remained so many yeai's without 
having taken any pari in the coniroversy between Lord 
Beresford and Colonel Napier on the subject of the battle 
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of Albnbera, I should probably have continued to abstain 
from doin^ so, were it not that an erroneous construction 
has been put upon ray silence, 

I had received Colonel Napier's third volume of the 
Peninsular War previous to leaving the Cape of ©Dod 
Hope, and I did not at the time take any steps to con- 
tradict the statement that " while Beresford hesitated, Col. 
Hardinge boldly ordered Cole to advance," being under 
an impression that Sir Heni-y Hardinge would himself 
correct the error into which Colonel Napier had fallen ; 
/ and finding, on my arrival iu England, that Sir Henry 
I Hardinge had not done so, I availed myself of the first 
1 opportunity I had after my return to open the subject to 
him, in the conversation to which Sir Henry alludes in his 
letter of the 9th September, 1840, published in the October 
number of the United Service Journal. 

There ia a material difference in Sir Henry Hardinge's 
recoUeclion of that conversation and mine. It commenced 
by my stating my reasons for not having contradicted 
Colonel Napier's statement myself, and by my expressing 
ray wish, if not my expectation, thai he would still do so, 
which, however he declined, giving as a reason that having 
refused a similar request made by Lord Beresford, heconld 
not comply with mine. 

Of the proposal Sir Henry Hardinge states he made to 
me of my writing to him, and putting any questions I 
might wish to make on the subject, i iiave no recollection 
whatever — a proposal much more consonant with ray 
feelings, as it would probably have rendered any contradic- 
tion on my pari unnecessary. 

Sir Henry Hardinge, although he admits in his letter 
that he never gave me an order, or anything approaching 
to one, yet appears to leave it to be understood that, from 
the situation he held, as Deputy Quartermaster General 
of the Portuguese Army, his opinion of the necessity of 
the movement considerably lessened the responsibility I 
took upon myself in making it; and I fully admitted that, 
as both Sir Henry Hardinge and Colonel Rooke came 
from the immediate scene of action, their opinion of the 
critical state of it had, no doubt, due weight with me in 
my ultimate decision. 

No man is less disposed than I am to detract from Sir 
Henry Hardinge's merits and professional abilities ; they 
are genernlly and deservedly acknowledged : butitisnow 
nearly thirty years since the battle of Albuhera took place: 
and the advice of Colonel Hardinge, at twenty-three or 
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twenly-foHr, (his age. I believe, at that time,) without 
much professional experience, could not have carried 
with it the weight ana authority which in latter years it 
might have been entitled to. 

Sir Henry Hardinge, in the conversation I had with 
him, gave me no reason to suppose it was on his authority 
that Colonel Napier made the statement in qapstion, and 
having some time after had reason to believe that it was 
on information derived from Sir Henry Hardinge that 
Colonel Napier relied, I felt too stmnglv on the occasion 
to permit me to renew the subject with him ; although it 
is quite true, as he states, that we have frequently met since, 

I enclose a copy of a letter which I received from Sir 
H. Hardinge, dated a few days after the battle, written in 
the warm and natural feelings of the moment, and, in my 
opinion, it requires no coinmeut. 

The movement itself was hazardous and difhcnlt to 
execute without exposing the right flank of the I'usiliers to 
an acknowledged great superiority of cavalry, ready to 
take advantage of any error that might occur. 

In moving forward to the attack, the Fusiliers advanced 
in echeltons of battalions from the left — a manoeuvre 
always ditEeult to perform correctly even in a common 
field day; and as the Portuguese Brigade in advancing 
had two objects to effect, namely, to show front to the 
enemy's cavalry, and at the same time lo preserve its 
distance fi-om, and cover the right flank of, the Fusilier 
Brigade, its movement was even more difficult to effect 
than the former. 

Thinking it desinible (with all due confidence iu the iu-iIj^Lamm, 
Portuguese Brigade), to have some British troops on the ^,,, 
extreme right of the division, I directed the light com- 
panies of the Fusilier Brigade to form iu column on the 
right of the Portuguese, where 1 also placed the brigade 
of guns, and sent the Lusitanian Legion to the left of the 
Fusiliers. 

I make these remarks, which may by many be con- 
sidered unnecessary, to prove that 1 was fully aware of 
the difficulties attending the movement, as well as alive to 
the great responsibility which 1 took upon myself in 
moving at all, after the positive orders I had received from 
1 leave il 
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placed without his special insiructiuns. 
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In this attack, and in carrying llie enemy's position, tlie 
Fusilier Brigade lost 1000 men, (47 Serjeants and 953 
rank and file,) out of 1500 rank and file, and 45 officers 
among whom 3 were co'inViianding officers, — an example 
of steadiness and heroic eallantry which history I believe 
cannot surpass, and whicn is fully deserving of the enco- 
miums passed upon it by Col. Napier in his account of tbe 
battle of Albuhera, 

In the very high state of discipline of the Fusilier Bri- 
gade, commanded by officers of the acknowledged profes- 
sional merits and talents of the late Sir Wm. Myers and 
Col. Ellis, and the present Sir Edward Elakeney, I can 
claim little merit for the execution of this movement; but 
I feel I have an undivided claim to all credit that may 
attach to the responsibility of undertaking and directiug 
it, under the circumstances I have mentioned. 

My silence on the points in dispute, has not, as Col. 
Napier supposes, proceeded from indifference, but from a 
strong objection 1 have always felt to bring myself before 
the public, and which has not been lessened by the bitter- 
ness of the controversy between Lord Beresford and him- 
Belf. I have the honour to be. 

Your obedient humble servant, 

G. LowBv Cole, General. 

Highfield Park, 
Jan. 6, 1841. 
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Copy. Almendralejo, 24th May. V*\ 

My DEAR General, ^1 write the very first spare mo- 
ment I have found, most sincerely to express my hopes 
that your wound will not he of very troublesome conse- 
quences ; and that your fellow-sutFerers in the danger and 
glory of the day. Wade, Roverea, and Egerton, are going 
on well. The first we are all very anxious to hear of, and 
that he will not lose his arm, — and that all of you may 
enjoy your reputation with sound limbs and health. 

The Fusiliers exceeded anything that the usual word 
gallantry can convey ; and your movement on the Jeft 
Bank of the enemy unquestionably saved the day, ancT 
decided the victory. 

Without considering the total numbers on each side, hut 
merely the numbers in action at the point of contest, it 
must be admitted that our 6000 British fought more des- 
perately and bravely than anything that has yet taken 
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place in the Peuin-ula, — and the enemy in conduct dan- 
geroualy rivKlled them. 

The enemy are at the foot of the Sierra Morena, and all 
quiet to our front ; his loss can, by intercepted lettetB, &c., 
be ascertained to amount to 8000 men, and probably the 
truth may lay nearer 10,000; ao that your brave fellows 
did not fall unrevenged. 

The Marsha] and his head-quarters are very anxious to 
hear of you ; and not the least anxious among that num- 
ber, your very faithful and sincere, 

H. Habdikoe. 
To Mfljor-Genera! the Honourable 
G, L, Cole. 
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Sir Henry Hardinge and Colonel Napier in reply to Sir 
Lowry Cole and Colonel Wade. 

South Park, April 5th, 1841. 

Mh. Editor, — I regret to be again compelled to request 
you to insert a letter from me, respecting the part I had 
iu the battle of Albuhera ; but I cannot do otherwise than 
reply to the letters of Colonel Wade and Sir Lowry Cole, 
contained in your Number for tbis month. 

The point at issue between Colonel Wade and me Is 
this: He maintains that the General commanding the 4th 
Division had felt the necessity of making an advance 
before I came down to him, and although he hesitated to 
make it on my urgent representations, be did make it 
when the " crisis" of the battle had arrived. 

I maintain that the proposal to attack the enemy's co- 
lumn originated with me, and that the attack was made 
at tharlfnpoftant moment, in consequence of my report 
and urgent representations of its necessity. 

With regard to Sir Lowry Cole's manner of moving his 
Division, there never has been any controversy. I dis- 
tinctly referred last September to my letter of May, 181 1, 
now published by Sir Lowry Cole, in these words : — " Sir 
L. Cole well knows my opinion that nothing could exceed 
the ability and resolution with which he handled his Di- 
vision in making the attack, an opinion expressed in a 
private letter nearly thirty years ago," Colonel Wade, 
however, observes that my letter of 181 1 " is an unquaji- ^ 
fied opinion that needs no comment, and may well, he 
conceives, terminate the controversy." 1 repeat, there 
never has been any controversy as to the manner of making 



22 

the iDovenienl itself, or as to its success, for, ia another 
passage of my letter of September, I state that the move- 
ment waa made with " energy and ability, and attended 
with success." Cun It, however, be seriously contended 
that I ought to have introduced into my letter of 1811 
some qualifying exprcsaiins, to remind the General that 
his movement, however brilliant, had been urged upon 
him by me? That I did urge him to make it is admitted 
by the General and his Staff, m 1 841 , and might, therefore, 
with truth, have been stated by me in 181 1 ; — but it would 
not have been the lesa improper to liave obtruded such a 
statement into a private letter of friendly inquiry, addressed 
to a wounded General Officer and bis Staff. It might as 
well be inferred that I did not, in 1811, appreciate the 
heroic conduct of Houghton's Brigade — the unconquerable 
firmness of my old regiment, the 57th, — or the prompt 
and disciplined valour of Abercrombie's Brigade, because, 
in a letter to the General of the 4th Division, I confined 
the expression of ray admiration to his own conduct and 
that of bis troops. 

A controversy having arisen, the admitted facts cannot 
be altered, or their force diminished, because I properly 
abstained from advening to them on such an occasion. 

They are as follows : — Colonel Wade states, " Sir Henry 
Hardinge very urgently recommended to Sir Lowry Cole 
that his Division should advance." Sir Charles B. Vere 
says, " Sir H. Hardinge very strongly urged on the Gene- 
ral the necessity of his advancing," Sir Lowry Cole him- 
self observed* to Colonel Rooke, " Hardinge is pressing me 
to attack the enemy's column ;'' and seven years ago Sir 
Lowry Cole used the words quoted in my last letter, " I 
fully admit that the merit of originnting the movement 
rests with you ; but the credit o£ having incurred the 
responsibility is mine." 

I stated that the General objected to move. Colonel 
Wade, in hia letter, June 13th, says the General hesitated 
to move, " until that crisis of the battle arrived when the 
General commanding the 4th Division could no longer 
hesitate to take upon himself the responsibility of acting 
on bis Dwu judgment." 

But again, I ask what was that " crisis?" There was 
no other than that reported to the General by me. 1 re- 
presented that the emei^ency had arrived which rendered 
the movement of the 4th Division necessai-y, and my COQ- 
was, and is, tbiii ilwa.s my report of this " crisis," 
• Nut adinitLed. because not rccDilECted.— 5ir L, Cole. 
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and mj strong and repeated representations of the extreme 
necessity of the movement, Bubseqoently supported in that 
representation by the opinion of Colonel Rooke. which 
iniluced the General to move. Colonel Wade, in his last 
letter, does not aiate what the events were, subsequent to 
my arrival, which constituted this crisis which at length 
induced the General to move; but Sir Lowry Cole, in hia 
letter of the 6th January, says, " I fully admit thai, as both 
Sir H. Hardinge and Colonel Rooke came from the im- 
mediate scene of action, tbeiLOpinion_g_f _die_critiesL.sl%te 
ofjt_hadjiodqutH.lluewei£hi with me." 

To prove that " the necessity ior tTie advance had been 
felt by the General before Sir Henry Hardinge came down 
from the hill," Colonel Wade states in his letter, June 13th, 
that " Major de Roverea bad been despatched to Marshal 
Beresford for orders to advance, when those reverses hap- 
pened on our left, which have been elsewhere described ;" 
and, in big last letter. Colonel Wade confirms his former 
statement, as to the nature of the message, by an extract 
from a brief account of the marches and movements of the 
4th Diriaion very recently compiled* (1 believe within the 
last year) by Sir Charles Broke Vere. The reverses on, 
the left were those which happened to Colborne'a brigade^ 
but those reverses occurred an hour and a half before % J 
came down to Sir Lowry Cole. That the Aide-de-camp was J 
sent there is no doubt ; that he did not deliver the niessagqi. 1 
to Marshal Beresford, for authority to advance, is admit- f 
ted. Colonel Wade's explanation of this is, that on bii 
way the Aide-de-camp was severely wounded in the head, 
and never reached the Marshal. 1 observed, in my letter 
of September, that Sir Lowry Cole, as a natural answer to 
my impatience, never adverted to this circumstance (of 
the Aide-de-camp having bf>en sent with this message,) 
and I therefore imagined the Aide-de-camp had been very 
properly sent to be in readiness to receive Marshal Beres- 
ford's orders. 

The following note from a very able and accurate 
officer. Major Gierke, tends to confirm my first impres- 
sion, and was written at my requtst, after a conversation 
with him on the 14th March, when I accidentally met 
him : — 

" My dear Sir Heury.^Poor Roverea and myself, with 
many wounded and sick officers, came to England toge- 
ther in the Diadem, in the summer of 1811. Albuhera 

• Taheajrom uoles wiHttn aC the lime. 
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was under discusEioR, as you may suppose : both then and 
suhsequuntly lie told me he had been sent by his General, 
Sir Lowry Cole, /or orders to Marshal Beresford in the 
.eojjy^jmrt of Ike battle, — that is, after the first reverse, — 
and although he had remained some time riding about 
the field, he had not received an order. He was wonnded, 
as you know.* 

"T. H. SSADWELL ClERKE." 

I cannot, from my own recoilectron of a circumstance 
BO little calculated to make an impression at the time, 
form a positive opinion on this point; but, if I were to 
adopt Colonel Wade's slateiuent, to what conclusrou must 
I come?— to this: That the General, at an early period 
of the battle, sent an Aide-de-camp for express orders to 
advance from a most important position, and yet hesitated 
to do so at the close of the battle, when the necessity for 
an immediate niovcmeni had arrived. 

I need scarcely add, that if there be any error on Col. 
Wade's part relating to the Aide-de-camp's mescaee, it is 
unintentional ; and, in closing these remarks on his letters, 
written with frankness and courtesy, I fully admit the 
weight and consideration which are due to statements 
proceeding from so distinguished an officer. 

The first part of Sir Lowry Cole's letter on the 6lb 
January contains the reasons which had induced him for 
so many years not to contradict Colonel Napiei-'s state- 
ment; and the remaining part gives the detail of the 
arrangements made by him for the attack and its results. 

My account of the conversation which had passed in 
the field between Sir Lowry Cole, Colonel Ronke, and 
myself, remains undisputed. 

Sir Lowry Cole says he availed himself of the first 
opportunity he had, after his return toEngland, of opening 
the subject to me. 1 sought him, by calling upon him, 
when, as he states, he opened the subject to me. I made 
thesanieiinswerto Sir Lowry Cole in 1834 that I had made 
to Marshal Beresford in 1831, when he came to me after 
the 3rd volume of the " History " had appeared, — that I 
had given the General no orders to advance, but that I 
had urged on him the necessity of an immediate attack, 
end, after some objections, hod prevailed on him to move. 

* Tlie intentian of the ubare RoEe wna limply to conflrm, from the ll[ia nC 
the Aide- (le- ramp himeelf, tlje fact tlut tlie latter hftil not received any 
order ti>T liit Utiii«rul, — En. 



25 

Tbie is stated, in substance, in the " Strictures" publisheJ 
in 1831. 

Sir Lowry Cole states, that I declined to contradict the 
statement, "giving aa a reason, that, having refused a 
similar request from Lord Bereslbrd, I couhl not comply 
with his." I have shown that I did not refose a similar 
request of Lord Beresford's ; and what I did say to Sir 
Lowry Cole was this — that I had avoided taking any 
part in the Albuhera controversy, and that it was im- I 
possible for me to do so, as Marshal Bereaford had dis- | 
puted the expediency of the movement made by the 4th [ 
Division, whilst I agreed with Colonel Napier, that the ( 
movement had saved the battle ; and I was therefore , 
most desirous not to be the peraon ostensibly to bring the 
discussion again before the pubhc, but that, if Sir Lowry . 
Cole, who complained of the error, would write me a ■ 
note, putting any questions he chose, my statement would 
be tbe obvious answer to it ; and that I also preferred this 
course, because it had been adopted by Lord Beresford in 
the Canipo Maior controversy, 

I informed Sir Lowry Cole, I should of necessity make 
a statement of what had passed between us in the field; 
upon which we entered into the discussion of what had 
passed — the mode of my coming up to him — Colonel 
itooke's subsequent arrival, and other ex[danations given 
in my letter of the 9th September, Sir Lowry Cule fullv 
admitting that, although 1 had given him no order to 
move, I had strongly ni^ed upon him the necessity of the 
attack; and he then drew the distinction, ibat the merit 
of having originated it rested with me, and that the credit 
of having incurred the responsibility was his. 

Sir Lowry Cole stales that he has " no recollection 
whatever of my proposal thai he should write to me." I 
have always been under the impression, and in conversa- 
tion have uniformly said, ihat I did make that proposal. 
But as my having done so was not recollected by Sir 
Lowry Cole, it was surely open to him to take the course 
of addressing a letter to me : to any such letter I must 
necessarily have returned an answer; and Sir Lowry 
Cole knew from his conversation with me, that, in thai 
answer, I shonld declare that I had nut given bim an 
order to advance. 

Having made these observations on the two points of 
difference »pecilied by liiin in his recollection and mine of 
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our conversation, I must adhere to my opioion that, since 
1834, it has not rested with me to rectify the error. 

Previously to that period, and before Sir Lowry Cote's 
reium to England, any more formal contradiction th n 
that which I had given to Marshal Bereeford, in 1831, 
would not have been free from objections. If I had ad- 
clreeeed Colonel Napier, I must have entered into the 
details of what actually did pass between Sir Lowry Cole 
and me in the field several years ago, and the present 
controversy proves that, in abstaining from such a state- 
ment, I adopted the most proper courae. I was con- 
vinced the attack was undertaken in consequence of my 
report and representations ; 1 had admitted the error in 
Colonel Napier's statement to Marshal Beresford, &« soon 
a8 the 3rd volume appeared, and to every other person 
who asked me the question; and as Sir Lowry Cole 
never expressed any wish to me on the subject, it rested 
with him, and not with me, to take what step he chose. 

In another paragraph, Sir Lowry Cole says, " Sir 
Henry Hardinge never gave me any reason to suppose 
it was on his authority^ Colonel Napier made the state- 
ment " The question never was raised ; our conversa- 
tion turned almost immediately upon what had passed 
in ihe field ; if it had been adverted to by either of us, 
I should have informed Sir Lowry Cole, that, in 1825, 
I gave Colonel Napier the same account I had given lo 
Marshal Beresford in 1831, and to Sir Lowry himself 
in 1834, the terms of which have been already stated; 
Colonel Napier assents to the accuracy of my account 
of what passed between him and me in 1825, as detailed 
in my letter of last September— by which it appears 
that, after the publication of the 2ud volume, when the 
controversy commenced between him and Marshal Be- 
resford, he avoided to refer to me on any passage in 
any one of his volumes, for the reasons already given ; 
and that, for eisteen years — since 1825 — 1 had not con- 
versed or corresponded with him on the movement of 
the Fourth Division ; but he observes, in his letter of 
July 2nd, that he had conversed and corresponded with 
Sir Lowry Cole upon the Peninsular War, since the 
publication of the 3rd volume, nine years ago ; for 
seven years of that time. Sir Lowry Cole was in pos- 
se^ision of my contradiction of the error he wished to 
have rectified ; and, during that period, he iie^'er ad- 
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dressed Colonel Napiei- oq the subject. As this passage 
of Sir Lo wry Cole's letter may be liable to misconstruc- 
tion, I am obli^d to insert Colonel Napier's letter, re- 
ceived on the 2lBt of September last. 

" Cheater. 
" My dear Hardinge, — [ return yon your letter To me 
it appears just and complete in every particular, Tor I am 
quite ready to admit I may have used too strong a word 
when I said you ordered Cole. What I mpant was that 
you were the originator and cause of his movement, and I ) 
am glad that you have iixed your just claim to the credit 
upon a sure fouodation. The circumstaBSeof your having 
ordered Abercrorabie's Brigade to move, also, is conclu- 
sive as to your general view, and nobody can dispute^at 
poTnt with you, "W. Napier." 

One point only remains on which an answer is expected 
from me. Sir Lowry Cole says, 1 appear to leave it to he 
understood that his responsibility in making the movement 

was considerably lessened by my opinion of its necessity, 
owiug to the iiitufttion I held as Deputy Quartermaster- 
General of the Portuguese army. My answer must be a 
matter of opinion, on a point where personal bias may 
possibly influence Sir Lowry Cole's judgment as well as 
my own. I am pressed, however, to give my opinion, 
and 1 must therefore declare, that I consider the General 
of Division's responsibility was considerably lessened. I 
did not offer my advice as a Staff officer, accidentally com- 
ing up, whether he oufjhl or ought not to move, 1 was, 
next to the Quartermaster-General, the senior officer of 
that department in the field ; I was attached to the Mar- 
shal's head-quarters, and holding such a Staff situation, 
my authority and responsibility were pledged for the accu- 
racy of my report, and the necessity of the movement. 
The desperate state of the battle required an instant re- 
medy ; {hastened from the scene of action and of my 
duty — not to volunteer advice — but expressly and strongly 
to urge on the General commanding the Division in re- 
serve, which, for four hours, had been anxious spectators 
of the conflict, — the necessity of an immediate advance; 
1 persevered in pressing the attack ; atid, supported by 
Ciiiouel Rooke,the senior officerof the Adj<itant-Gtiierar» 
department lu the held, also coming from the immediate 
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scene of action, the attack was made. If the General's 
conduct had been investigated, our reports and represen- 
tations, must, 1 am convinced, have relieved him from 
much of hi? responsihility ; for, on all sides, it is admitted 
that the extreme emergency of the case, could alone justify 
the risk. That emergency was reported, and strongly 
insisted upon hy me ; and it was chiefly on my report of 
the existence of that emergency, that the movement was 
uiade, the General of the 4t)i Division, (for the reasons 
given in my former letter.) not having the meansof forni- 
inga correct opinion of his own. I should therefore have 
heen held responsible, as Deputy Quartermaster-General, 
for my report and pressing representations made to the 
General, on which his justilication tor advancing mainly 
depended. Sir Lowry Cole claims " undivided responsi- 
hilitY .." I entertain the highest sense ot his professional 
merits on that day; but as to the extent or degree of the 
responsibility incurred by him, 1 must, without any dis- 
respect to Sir Lowry Cole, leave the consideration of that 
question to those who have no personal bias on the 
subject 

Sir Lowry Cole, however, has no he»tation in offering 
his opinion upon my qualifications, "to give advice at 
twenty-three or (wenty-four years of age, without much 

Erofeasional experience." At twenty-five years of a^e I 
ad filled the office of Deputy Quartermaster-General for 
more than two years. 1 was in the fourth year of my ser- 
vice in the Peninsular War; the official despatch of that 
day, and the memoir of the Qnar term aster- General, in 
which my name is mentioned, justify me in inferring, that 
neither my youth, nor my imputed inexperience \PBte con- 
sidered by my superiors lo be any impediment to the pro- 
per performance of my military duties. 

H. Hardtnge. 

Mr. Editor, — Sir Lowry Cole's letter upon Albuhera 
make me again regret that neither he nor Colonel Wade 
thought fit to correct, at an earlier period, that passage in 
my history which describes Sir Henry Hardinge as or- 
derinff, instead oi urging, the attack of the Fusiliers. 

Sir Lowry 's good-natured manner of turning the con- 
versation, when I spoke to him some years ago, led me to 
think nothing I had said of the battle had disturbed him 
eeriously. Lolonel Wade's silence also confirmed this inj- 
pressiou, and 1 liad the less doubt, because Mr. Edwards, 
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an officer formerly of Diy own regiment, told me, ihat 
being at the Cape of Good Hope when Sir Lowry read my 
3rd volume, the latter had said to him, " For my part, I 
have nothing to complain of except a trifling error." 

I must now repeat what I have before stated, in my 
reply to Colonel Wade, namely, that 1 distinctly recollect ^ \ 

Sir Henry Hanlinge using the word ordered; and that my t j 

recollection was confirmed by that passage in Sir Benja- \\*- ■/■ ^ 
min D'Urban's memoir, which says, " The grder for Sir ' ' I' ^' 
Lowry to move, was anticipated by Sir Henry Hardinge." i^" t '^ 
Nevertheless, as Sir Henry's letter gave me reason to' , ^''^ f^i' 
think I had mistaken his meaning, or bad confounded hie 
order to Abererombie'a brigade as one given also to Sir 
Lawry, I immediately wrote to him to say I admitted my . 
error. And surely one word from Sir Lowry, whom I 
have known for so many years, both as a friend and Com- 
mander, would have sufficed me to alter the passage, and 
thus have prevented this controversy. That I ever desired 
to lessen hia merit, I am sure he does not think himself; 
my description of his movement is the best testimony to a 
contrary feeling. He directed and led ll; and its brilliant 
result formed his wreath of glory- 1 placed the facts in 
the strongest light I could ; but 1 was not so stupid as to 
imagine 1 could enhance its value by praise. 

Still, the masterly conception of changing the order of 
battle from a defensive to an offensive one, at a moment 
when all appeared desperate, was, I still tliink so, due to 
Sir Henry Hardinge. For, be it remembered, the attack I 
of the Fusiliers would have been only a half measure, per- 
haps an unsuccessful one, if Abercromhie's brigade had ' 
not assailed the French right at the same time. The 
efforts of the French to deploy, so well described by Sir 
Edward Blakeney, would then have succeeded on tbeir 
right, and the troops ibus disengaged would have probably 
fallen on the left flank of the Fusiliers. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Freshford, April 20, 1841. W. Napier, Colonel. 



Dkab Napier, — Iperfectly remember,in August, 183.3, 
at the Cape, having a conversation with Sir Lowry Cole 
respecting your work, and bis remarking at the time, that 
be was very much pleased with it, and onlyhad to complain, 
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on hiB parti of one trifling inaccuracy, a|>on which it tras 
his intention, on his arrival in England, to address you ; 
but he did not mention where the error was. I trans- 
mitted a message to you respecting it by the same Tesael 
which brought him home. 

Yours, ever faithfully, 

B. H. Edwards. 

[It was this information which induced me to speak to 
Sir Lowry ; but he neither wrote to me, nor would, when 
I spoke, give me any correction of the error. 

W. Napibe-] 



To the Editor of the United Service Journal. 

Sib, — Although I cannot concur in all Sir Henry Har- 
dinge has said in his letter to you of the 5th April, in reply 
to Colonel Wade's and my letters, published in your 
Journal of the last month, having no desire to prolong 
the controversy, I am satiedBed (as far as I am personally 
concerned), to leave it as it stands to unbiassed public 
opinion. 

I have no excuse to ofier Colonel Napier, beyond what I 
have stated in my former letter for not having written to 
him myself as soon as I found Sir H. Hardinge declined 
doing it, and I freely admit that I have justly incurred his 
friendly reproach ; but I b^ to assure him I never sus- 
pected sucn an unworthy feeling to exist as a desire to 
lessen in any way whatever portion of merit may attach to 
me from the result of that memorable oontest. 

Highfield Park, May, IMl. /ji / A^ 
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